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These slides introduce compiling C in the command line



2 © tjELE 1601

Command Line

• C can be compiled from the command line
• Modify the locations Windows searches when executing C 

programs
• Only do this once

• Enter environment variables in the Windows search box

• Select Edit the system environment variables

• In System Properties select Environment Variables

Continued
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Command Line

• C can be compiled from the command line
• Modify the locations Windows searches when executing C 

programs – cont’d
• Scroll down in the System variables section to path

• Highlight path and select Edit

• Select New

• Type in C:\MinGW\bin

• Ok out of all the windows
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Command Line

• Compile and run code
1. Create your code file
• Notepad, notepad++, …

• Do not use office tools like Word or PowerPoint

2. Open a cmd prompt window
• Windows Key + R

• Type in cmd and click OK
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Command Line

• Compile and run code
3. Navigate to your code directory
• Use cd folder name to traverse the directories (folders)

• Make sure your file is there using dir
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Command Line

• Compile and run code
4. Type gcc code_file_name –o output_file_name
• Here code file is hello.c and output file is hello

• A file called output_file_name.exe is created (hello.exe)
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Command Line

• Compile and run code
5. Type output_file_name to run your code
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